Colin thoukenft] knowcft. Seemeth hereby that Colin petteyneth tof ome c 
noble man,and perhaps in S urry e ot Kent , the rather bicaufe he fo r, 
meth the Kentifh - dovvnes, and before, AslytheaslafleofKcnt. ° t?ntu ' 

The Widowes] He calleth Rofalind the VVidowes daughter ofthe glcnne th • 

country Hamlet or borough, which I thinke is rather fayde to eoloure "j ^ 
ccle the perfon, then (imply fpoken. For it is well knowen,euen mPk 
Colin and Hobbinoll,that (hee is a Gentle woman of nomeane hour 

J uni A wnlnarA inrl /“ntYimnn OtfVc i 


dewed with any c vulgare and common gifts both of nature and manned 
fuche indeede,as neede nether Colin be afliamed to haue her made kno * i 
his verfes,nor Hobbinol begreued , that fo (he (hould be commended?^ 
mortalitie for her rare and Angular VertuesrSpeeially deferuing it no 
ey ther Myrto the mod excellet Poetc Theocritus his dearling^or LauretX 
diuine Petrarches GoddefTe, orHimera the vvorthyc Poete > Stefichoru 5 ^' 
Idole: Vpon whom he is fayd fo much to haue doted,that in regard 0 fher ' 
cellencie,hc feomed & wrote againft thebeauty ofHelena.For which his 

fumptuous and vnheedic hardinefle , he is fayde by vengcauncc of the Gol 
thereat being offended, to haue loft both his eyes.| 

Frenne] a ftraunger. -The word I thinke was firft poetically put,and afeervvarde vfed in 
commen cuftome of fpeach for forenne. 

Dbht] adorned. Layc] afonge. asRoundelayesandVirelayes 

° In all this fonge is not to be refpetfed,v vhat the worthinefle ofherMaiefficdc. 

feruedyior whano the highnesofa Prince is agreeable , but vvhatis moltc 
comely for the meanefle of a fhepheards vvittc, or to conceiue, or to vtter. 
And therefore he calleth her Elyfx, as through rudenefle tripping in her name: 
& a fhepheards daughtcr,it being very vnfit,that a fhepheards boy brought vp 
in the fhepefold,fhould know, or euer feme to haue heard of a Queenes roialty, 
Yedaintie] is,asitvvere an Exordium ad preparandos animos. 

Virgins] the nine Mufes,daughters of Apollo & Memorie,vvhofe abode the Poets faint 
D to be on Parnaflus,a hill ill Grecc, for that in that country e fpccially florifhed 

the honor of all excellent ftudics. 

Helicon] is both the name of a fountainc at the foote of Parnaflu$,and alio of a moun- 
teine in Baeotia,out of which floweth the famous Spring Caftalius, dedicate a!, 
fb to the Mufe$:of which fpring it is fayd, that when Pcgafus the winged horfc 
of Perfeus (whereby is meant fame and flying renowme) ftrooke the grovvdc 
with his hoofe,(odenly thereout fprangc a we! of mode deare and pleafauntc 
water, which fro thecc forth was confe crate to theMufes & Ladies ofleaming, 
Your filucr fong] feemeth to imitate the lyke in HcAodus »>y$oy 
Syrinx] is the name of a Nymphe of Arcadie , whom when Pan being inloue purfued, 
; ' flying fro him, of the Gods was turned into a reedc.So that Pan catching at 

the Rcecfes in ftede of the Damofell,and puffing hard(for he was almoft out of 
wind) with hys breath made the Reedes to pype : which he feeing, tookeof 
thcm,and in remcmbrauncc ofhis loft loue,made him a pype thereof. Butte 
by Pan and Syrinx is not to bee thoughte, that the (hepnearde fimplye meantc 
thofe Poetical Gods:but rather fuppofing (as feemeth) her graces progenie to 
be diuine and immortall (fo as the Paynims were wont to ludge of all 
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^ould deuife no parents in his iudgement fo worthy for her, as Pan the (hepe- 
Heards God, and his beft beloued Syrinx.So that by Pan is here meant the mod 
famous and vi&oriousKing,her highneffe Father, late of worthy memorye K. 
Henry the eyght. And by that name,oftymes (as hereafter appcareth)be noted 
kinss and mighty Potentates: And in fome place Chrift himfelfe, who is the ve 

iye Pan and god of Shepheardes. 

fin coronet] he deuifeth her crowne to be of the fineft and moft delicate flowers, 
C rcm ° - n ft ct ] e ofpcrles and precious (tones, wherewith Princes Dudemes vfc to bee 
adorned and emboft. 

- t cllifh] beautifye and fet out. 

Phebe] the Moone,whom the Poets faine to be After ynto Phxbus, that is the Sunnfc. 

/together. By the mingling of the Redde rofe and the White, is meant the vni- 
' CtC * ^ n g ofthe two principall houfes of Lancafter and of Yorke: by whofe longc 
difeord and deadly debate,this realm many yeares was fore traueiled, & aimoft 
cleanc decaycd.Til the famous Henry the feuenth,of the line of Lancafter , ta- 
king to wife the moft vertuous Princefle Elifabeth,daughter to the fourth Ed- 
ward of the houfe of Yorke,bcgat the moft royal Henry the eyght aforefayde, 
in whom was the firfte vnion of the V V hy te Rofe and the Redde. 

Calliope] one of the nine Mufcs : to vvhome they afligne the honor of all Poetical In- 
Y uention, & the firfte glorye of the Heroicall verfe.other fay , that fhee is the 
Goddefleof Rhetorick : but by Virgile it is manifcfte, that they myftakethc 
thyng. For there in hys Epigrams, tint artefemeth to be attributed to Poly- 
mnia, faying : Signat cun<ftamanu,loquiturque Polymnia geftu. 
which feemeth fpecially to be meant of Aftion and elocution, both fpecialpar 
tes of Rhetorick : befyde that her name, which (as fome conftrue it) importeth 
great remembraunce,conteineth another part, but I holde rather with them, 
which call her Polymnia or Polyhymnia of her good Anging. 

Jay branchesjbe the figne of honor & Yidory,& therfore of myghty Conquerors worn 
in tlieyr triumphes, & eke of famous Poets ,as faith Petrarch in hys Sonets. 
Arbor vittoriofa triomphale , 

Honor d‘ Imperadori & di Poeti, &c. 

The Graces]be three fifters, the daughters of Jupiter, (whofe names are Aglai a,' Thalia* 
Euphrofyne,& Homer oncly addeth a fourth.f.PaAthea)otherwife called Chart 
tes, that is thanks.vvho the Poctes feyned to be the Goddeflcs of al bountie & 
comelines, which therefore (as fayth Thcodontius) they make threc,to wete, 
that men firft ought to be gracious & bountiful to other freely, then to receiue 
benefits at other mens hands curteoufly,and thirdly to requite them thankful- 
ly: which are three fundry Aftions in liberalise . And Boccace faith,that they* 
be painted naked, (as they were indeede on the tombe of C. Iulius Cadar ) the 
one hauingher backe toward vs, and her face fiomwarde,as proceeding from 
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